Eric SIBLIN is an award-winning author, journalist, and docu-
mentary filmmaker based in Montreal. His first book, The Cello Suites: | S.
Bach, Pablo Casals, and the Search for a Baroque Masterpiece, published by House
of Anansi Press in 2009 and a dozen other countries in 2010, won the
Quebec Writers Federation Mavis Gallant Prize for Non-Fiction, and was
a finalist for the Governor General’s Literary Award for Non-Fiction and
the Writer’s Trust of Canada Non-Fiction Prize. He received an M.A. in
History from Concordia University, before a journalistic career that took
him to The Montreal Gazette for a stint as the newspaper’s pop music critic. In
2002 he directed his first documentary film, Word Slingers, which explores
the curious subculture of competitive Scrabble tournaments. More

information can be found at www.ericsiblin.com.

R ACHEL MERCER was born in Edmonton and now calls Toronto
home, but she spends much of her time touring. She is a member of the Aviv
String Quartet, headquartered in Tel Aviv, and she founded the Mercer-Oh
Trio with sister Akemi and pianist Gregory Oh. She is principal cello with
the Via Salzburg Chamber Orchestra, and guest cello with the Canadian
Opera Company for Georges Bizet’s Carmen. All these projects give her
ample opportunity to showcase the rich sound of one of the world’s most
valuable instruments — the ‘Bonjour” Stradivarius, valued at s7.5 million —
which is hers to play for three years due to her winning performance
in a Canada Council competition. More information can be found at

www.rachelmercercellist.com.

ON TONIGHT'S PROGRAMME:

Cello Suite No. 3 in C major (BWV 1009), by
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), illuminated

in words by Eric Siblin & in performance by
Rachel Mercer.
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR A RECEPTION AFTER THE

PERFORMANCE.



